Quick Facts: Teaching and Learning Conditions
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[image: image3.png]K-12 education is receiving a diminishing share of the provincial budget.

BC's student-educator ratio is among the worst in Canada.

BC has cut over 1,200 learning specialist teachers since 2001.

The dip in enrolment is temporary. Projected increases in Kindergarten
numbers show that enrolment is on the rise.

191 schools have closed since 2002—25 more are threatened (as of June 2010).




Class size

Individual attention makes the difference! Smaller classes mean better results, more opportunity, greater success.
For years, teachers and parents have known from instinct and experience that smaller classes are better for learning. In smaller classes, teachers can devote more individual attention to each student – answering questions, and helping solve small problems before they become big ones.

Effective July 1, 2002, the BC Liberal government removed learning conditions from the collective agreement. Since September 2002, the size of classes has increased and the services provided by specialist teachers such as librarians, counsellors, learning assistance teachers, ESL and others have been cut. At the same time as the number of students in each class increased, supports for students with special needs were reduced.

Support from specialist teachers

Your child's primary contact at school is the classroom teacher, but many other specialist teachers provide a rich and supportive learning environment. Counsellors, fine arts teachers, teacher-librarians and special education support teachers are all valuable members of the school community who work to ensure the success of all students.

Who else is part of your child's learning? Here are a few resources that highlight the important roles that specialist teachers have in our schools.

· Collaborative Team Building: A tool for inclusion, article by Ron Jorgensen.

· Public schools: the heart of our communities video shows teachers working with students while teachers and parents emphasize the importance of small classes, specialist teachers and support for students with special needs.

· Teacher-librarians make it happen, article written by Constance Rulka.

related links:

Smaller Classes mean Better Learning
